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28 bec w77 [Me a5 733] 
Honorable Elmer B. Staats 


Comptroller General of the United States a a oom ar —— : 2 
‘General Accounting Office dr ce = Se - . LAAO 
“Washington, D.C. 20548’: ee, e. 


- Dear'‘Mr. Staats: yee © Me 6 x ot : eg eee Ae eee eke 


YS: i have your vacant letters relating to our previous commespendence ‘i “ 
‘on the subject of the handling of sensitive intelligence information. aswell | + 
2s your interest in further information of a aia i have Even these ee: 
letters careful Gonsiderstto: _ gS Be ee. oad ee = : 


Be oa 


As I have indicated i in my previous s lettexs Ss, I folly « appreciate your “28K1 
nsibilities and, to the extent feasible, I have authorized cooperation ~ - 
sepresentatives of the General Accounting Office in an effort to assist 

in meeting these responsibilities. I believe I have made it clear, 
ever, that Ido not feel I can extend that cooperation to the point of » 
luding highly sensitive intelligence information in compartmented. 
tegories. This is particularly true of additional ised es data that 
e continue to locate as.we search our files. eo ae 


As you point out, we ae pieeiiea a  Rebatential amount C8 AS rete, 
information to your representatives on {______] addition, we have (0 +: 
cooperated directly with a number of committees and members of Congress ~ 2% 
who have. an interest in this subject. This includes the Energy Subcommittees — 7 
of the House Committees on Commerce and Interior, the Intelligence and, Ee 

Military Application of Nuclear Energy of the House Armed Services © i" U.- 
Committee, as well as several individual representatives, and the Energy we 3 
Subcommittee of the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee. I underst and 7 
that additional committees or subcommittees of the Congress are also ae 
expressing a desire for access to information on this subject. ee 


mee 
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In view of these recent devel onments: L have concluded 4 er o-° 
proliferation of sensitive intelligence information related to the a 
matter, except te the four committees of Congress specifically responsible’. ~. 
. for intelligence oversight, is not in the best interests of our national SeSurt ye ~ 
_* Therefore, in recognition of the statutory responsibility imposed upon me, = 


ee pestescticn ete Wapoping: ae a ee a es rer ee ares 


Bm Se ce “Bet 
Yours gmap ia 


| Isl Stenaticias turned - 
Dn Ueees @ _ STANSFIELD TURNER, 
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